ihe Death of;
Johannesburg




e Illustrating the collapse and physical destruction of:
Johannesburg inithe “New South Africa® -- the
things that tourists are NOT told about.

This issWhat Remains of the Wits Drill Hall:...
When the Queen of England visited South Africalin
1947, the official reception for herwas held at the

Wits DrilllHall; 95 Anderson Street .

For decades; the' Wits Drill'Hall'wasia famous
venue and even a tourist attraction in central
Johannesburg .

The following pictures and commentary: 95;
Anderson,Str; Joburg GBDhas been ke this fora
at least a year. The Council has been informed and
toja usithat they willbeusing it 1or Ermergency;
Services but it's still standing (or barely).















« Bree Street; Johannesburg, Where Gold
(Used) to Lie in the Street, Now, it's Just
Rubbish

- Bree Street is one of the main thoroughfares
running through the city centre of
Johannesburg, from east to'west. It runs right
through the CBD, and used to be one of the
major economic centre’s, as well as being a
residential area.

e Today, as you can see, it is a slum, another
shattered, filthy, ruined monument to the
“New South Africa .=
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Yeoville







» Yeoville was one of the ‘trendiest:
places in Johannesburg . Its main
thoroughtfare, Rockey Street, was the
place for a very late night out, and here
one could find an eclectic mix of exotic
shops, dining establishments, clubs and

whorknoewsiwhatiall'else; if-youlreally.
looked.

And today? Well, let's let the pictures
do the talking. My visit to Yeoville:



Corner. of: Raymond/and Rockey Streets,
Yeoville. This used to be quite a famous
restaurant, I can’t recall its name offhand, but
I am sure it was Mama s.




MAll Ual raumialiis Or Uic oouln aurccu Caic,
Bellevue East, Yeovilie. It s still
didnit venture too close because of:what
appeared to be sewerage in the gutter, which
t‘:_\:‘1||‘u‘ T r._'_r}:_‘\ N




dihe corner oi"Rockeyand Bezu

Streets, Yeoville. There used to & l)a a late night

takeaway on|thisicorner. Itiwas a Kentucky
S

Eried Chicken once'upon ajtime’a
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The BP. Garage on the north corner. of the
major. Rockey and Bezuidenhout Street
intersection. One of two petrol stations in
Rockey Road , both closed down due to being
continuously robbed out of/business. It was
confirmed that the'last owner: of thisipetrol
station was shot dead with an AK-47 during a
robbery. The station'wasijust abandoned;
hence the pump’s pipes hang loosely there,
hormally’ BP would take their stutf away.
(Next slide)






A typical gutted house, corner of Muller and
Bezuidenhout Streets. Even the roof has been
stolen.






Inhabited house, lower Rockey Street,
towards Observatory. ALL of the houses here
looklike this: I'recall that the chief
photographer for Associated Press in 1990
telling me how happy he wasitobe buying a
house here, andihelooked at me all funny
when I'teld himI'didn t: thinkiit wasfalgood
idea. Like all “"good” liberals, he has probably
sincelvoted with his feet:

(next slide)
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carwhilermoving, astby'nowI'hadfattractec
nton andiwasbeimg followed by an
aggressive group oi locals: It was time to leave
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Apartments;
Olivia Street,
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Apartments;
chr Lily’Ave
and Olivia
Street,, Berea .
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Hilibrow.
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I’he main entrance to the Sands Hotel, O Rel

SLEEELY HJJJJJ‘JJJ -= or rather'shouldiisay the
ru]n; of the Sands rJo J main entrance
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The ruins of the Mark Hotel , O"Reilly' Road’,
Hilibrow:incrediblertorthinkilactually stayed
there while'oniholiday in' 1984.



= Aclose-upiotithe

ruins of the Mark
Hotel , O Reilly

Road!, Hillbrow.
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Parkview'Apartmentiblock; Lily Aver Bereal.
J J .

Ealnlyitypicalstaterofitherbuidingsiinithe

{



A side view of the Parkview Apartment block,
showing therequally typical'street scene. What
battles meisithe constant filth everywhere,
even when trash cans are available, as one can

seelin the picture:
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7] st_uJ Up remainsiof the J-LJ ikvah

ssen, one of Hillbrow's more famous

J awish delis. Catherine Ave.



Burntioutiand
_rju'ri*;‘xgj
apartments;
Catherine Street
Hillbrow.
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A gutted and
bricked up
building;
corner Claim
and Kotze



Gutted burding
and ruined
furniture store,
gorner Edith
Cavell and Kotze
Streets, Hillbrow.
NO er:} blg
Deals, In fact no
deals at all.
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ricked up) Big Deals....

A close-up of the



The Nedbank Plaza and the ruins of the Ca-fe
Zurich, formerily-a JJ"—":J‘? J:J"" hightthangout
which used to serve the most wonderful E J k
Forest cake... Hr:.*.uru treet, Hillbrow.




-‘|* m—gwr'—*d ruins
. I of the Nedbanlk
Plazaland the Cafe
Zurich, Pretoria

Street .
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The Ruins of Cafe Zurich, Pretoria Street,
another view.




The Harrison Reef Hotel....or what remains o
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he.. NN AT R | R U RS A it Dackiin the
1980s, it was the place to stay -- if'you had an
apartment;there; you really had arrived: Very

popular with the rich students at Wits

llrniviavci®yvs 1% winae




A close-up of:a few of'the windows'in
H] ghpoint today.
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Ihe c JJ:; troyed building on the corner of Claim
dndiPre
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A close-Up or;
the corner of:
Claim and
Pretoria
Streets. There
used to be a
dance studio
and a fancy.

fashion
outfitters
there... I rec
It was too
EXpensive for
me (mid

all



Anyone remcieims,
Hil
iibrowzA\WWelllyoulcanit ,m/mJ 0. It's

D
Ibrow Record Centre, Hraggm Street,

ded and barred up; like'many shops init
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Any /J'IJ'—‘ remember: th
shopraboyve Hillbrow
alSo gone;
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Street scene
Pretoria R JJJ
Formerly one of
"YCASH AND CARF the main
' shopping| reads in
Hillbrow. Iihe
mattresses and
blankets are from
locals wWho sleep
in the streets
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Burnt out Apartment block, Goldriech Street ,
Hillbrow,



Apartments;
cnr. Claim and
Van der Vierwe

Streets

lIbrow.
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A car wash? Just mind the rubbish. Lower

Claim Street , Hillbrow.



Apartment
gdwellers, Claim
Street , Joubert
Park , central

Johannesburg
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Apartments,
Berea , north
eastern
Johannesburg
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Ihe Ruins of
Johannesburg -




urg , inhabited

Jeppe, east Johannesb
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Jeppe, east Johannesburg , inhabited

10USes
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Ihe Chelsea Hotel’; Hillbrow: afformerly
popular hotel; now'boarded up
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“Airiconditioned) -
apartments’ - .
Berea , north east
Johannhesburg
Location: Awiulr- -
Johannesburg,
Hellhole of
Gauteng
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The View Erom the Gauteng Legisiature
Building

It's a funny thing, the New South Africa . After
taking over the old Johannesburg City Hall
complexiand turning it intothelegisiative

assembly forithe new Gauteng province
(essentially theold ' Witwatersrand region);
presumably to make it pride of place for the
province, they seemed to have forgotten what
iIs all around them.. When one stands directly
in front of the Legislature building, this is the
view one hasito)the north (note the flagpoles!)






A close-up of'the
JIeW:
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In 2003, the building, wh f

since 1996, had its clock hands, bell and the
entire copper’dome stolen.) Below, some

close-ups:
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Joubert Park
Joubert Park was one of the first open spaces
for Johannesburg's inner city, proclaimed in
1906 but planned in 1887 and'named after
Boer War hero, Commandant-General PJ
Jouberti it used to'be'a place’where; the city
council put up Christmas lights, where choirs
would sing/ Christmas carols'. .. nowadays it's
just a slum with squatters living there...



ah

IFST, @ picture Trom the Via souin Alrica ,
showing what Joubert ParkiUSED to/look

like...




And then what it looks like today:













All pictures taken from the Twist Street side.
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The
Vanishing
Iimpaia




Oppenheimer Park, situated between
President and Pritchard Streets, was
a pleasant green spot in between the
high rise commercial blocks of the
old Johannesburg . Its central feature
was a fountain, over which/leapt a
stunning piece of sculpture: a series
of Impala, all linked. The statue was
so marvelous that it was a tourist
attraction in the official guides to
Johannesburg .






By the late 1990s, Oppenheimer Park
had been trashed by the New South
Africa . Bits of the statue were stolen
by being hack sawed off, probably to
be sold as scrap metal. Finally, the
inevitable happened, and/the entire
statue was stolen, hacked off its
pedestal. On the pictures below, the
original mountings can still'be seen.
The council has placed a table where
the statues and fountain used to be.
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